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2013 ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD  
IS PRESENTED TO …. 

 
CENTRAL BUCKS HIGH SCHOOL WEST 

in Doylestown, PA 
and 

ABINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 
in Abington, PA 

 
Region-Wide Collaboration Sponsored by 

Wawa, NBC 10 and Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox, LLP 
 
 
Philadelphia, PA (April 19, 2013) – There are outstanding environmental programs taking place 

in schools all over the country, and the environmental law firm of Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox, 

LLP (MGKF) is proud to collaborate with NBC 10 and Wawa in recognizing schools in the 

Delaware Valley for their sustainable efforts to support their communities.  Since 2006, there 

have been 16 schools that have won the Environmental Community Service Award (ECSA), 

each receiving a $5,000 honorarium to further their environmental programs. The goal is to raise 

awareness of environmental concerns and to recognize schools for their efforts in service 

projects that enhance and improve the quality of life in their communities. 

 

The two winning schools this year are Central Bucks High School West in Doylestown, PA and 

Abington High School in Abington, PA. The impressive list of judges includes representatives 

from The Franklin Institute, the Academy of Natural Sciences, Fairmount Water Works 



Interpretive Center, the New Jersey and Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

and Delaware’s Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control. 

 

The winning programs demonstrate the true spirit of enhancing sustainability in the community.  

The Central Bucks High School West Life Skills Support Class is a special education program 

for students with intellectual disabilities and focuses on teaching domestic vocational and social 

skills in authentic environments. Their program encourages healthy eating habits while teaching 

realistic life skills to students. The Life Skills participants, with the support of regular education 

students, built and installed raised bed gardens in the school’s courtyard. Then they planted 

vegetables and flowers like tomatoes, cucumbers, basil and peppers that were used to prepare 

salads and soups for their lunches. They cut and delivered the zinnia flowers they planted to 

staff. Funds from this award will be used to expand the garden and develop a Piedmont forest 

area for environmental education. The educators who were recognized are Todd Cantrell and 

Mike Castelli.  

 

Abington High School’s H2O for Life Club continuously educates citizens of all walks of life 

about local and global water issues. Originally there were 10 members of the Club and now, six 

years later, there are 80 active members. They have a “Watershed Citizenship” class and do 

community outreach to encourage others (of all ages) to be prudent in the way water is used. 

They hope everyone will take seriously the responsibility to create storm sewers in 

neighborhoods, to discard litter and cigarette butts properly, as an example. Members of the club 

teach “Watershed Citizenship” in elementary schools, at Rotary Clubs, colleges and universities 

including the University of PA and Cabrini College and even museums like the Fairmount Water 

Works Interpretive Center. It is their mission for all people to have access to safe, affordable and 

sustainable drinking water and to ensure a health tomorrow.  The teacher who was recognized at 

Abington is Mary Rodgers.  

 

Over the years, there have been numerous applications by schools in the tri-state area, and, once 

again, the judges and partners continue to be impressed by the applicants. Robb Fox, managing 

partner of MGKF who was the originator of this award, said, “We are so gratified that students 



and their teachers continue to value and prioritize environmentalism and give back to their 

communities through these programs.”  

 

Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox, LLP concentrates its practice in environmental, energy, and land 

use law and litigation. It represents clients ranging from Fortune 100 corporations to small, 

privately held enterprises, both in the Mid-Atlantic region and on a national basis.  MGKF is 

honored to be the top-rated law firm, since 2011, in the Top Workplaces surveys by the 

Philadelphia Inquirer, Daily News and Philly.com. Offices are located at 401 City Avenue, Suite 

500, Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania; 535 Route 38, Suite 145A, Cherry Hill, New Jersey; and now 

at 25 West Third Street, Suite 303, Williamsport, Pennsylvania. For additional information, visit 

www.mgkflaw.com or call 484-430-5700, 856-317-1299, or 570-567-7325. 

 

Wawa, Inc., a privately held company, traces its roots back to 1803 as an iron foundry in New 

Jersey. Owner George Wood started a dairy processing plant in Wawa, PA, in 1902. The milk 

business was a success, due to its quality, cleanliness and “certified” process. In 1964, George’s 

grandson Grahame Wood opened the first Wawa Food Market in Folsom, PA. Today the 

company operates more than 600 stores in Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 

Virginia and Florida. Wawa is known for its branded products including award-winning coffee 

and freshly prepared hoagies. Wawa consistently ranks among Forbes’ top 100 privately held 

companies. “Wawa” is the Lenni-Lenape Indian word for flying goose. 

 

Owned by NBCUniversal, NBC10 Philadelphia / WCAU has been delivering local news, 

information, and entertainment to the Delaware Valley for over 60 years, serving nearly six 

million viewers throughout Greater Philadelphia, the Lehigh Valley, southern New Jersey and 

Delaware.  Viewers turn to NBC10 for the most up-to-date news and breaking news stories of 

the day, weather, sports and consumer headlines across a variety of platforms, including online at 

nbc10.com and via mobile and social channels.  Cozi TV, the station’s digital network, offers a 

full schedule of America’s most beloved and iconic television series, hit movies and original 

programming.  COZI TV can be seen locally on Comcast 248, Verizon 460 and over-the-air at 

10.2.  Other properties of NBC10 include StudioTEN Creative Group, the station’s full-service 

production facility. 


