
REAL ESTATE JOURNALNJPA
new jersey         pennsylvania

delaware

Reprinted from Mid Atlantic Real Estate Journal • 781-871-5298 • 800-584-1062 • 781-871-5299 (fax) • Marejournal.com

Friday, August 24, 2007 Volume 19, Issue 16

ASK AN ATTORNEY

If I own or intend 
to develop prop-
erty in PA, is the 

PA State Water Plan 
something that is im-
portant to me?

Yes. The PA State Wa-
ter Plan is scheduled 
to be issued early next 
year, culminating a fi ve-
year process to evalu-
ate, in a fresh and ho-
listic manner, the way 
that water resources 
are used, managed and 
regulated in PA. While 
not a regulatory docu-
ment itself, the State 
Water Plan will very 
likely have important 
ramifi cations for a va-
riety of state and local 
regulatory programs 
that affect property 
owners and develop-
ers, and may strongly 
influence the future 
direction of such pro-
grams. In addition, the 
State Water Plan will 
include information of 
signifi cant value to pri-
vate parties in helping 
make decisions about 
where to locate particu-
lar types of projects and 
risk factors that may be 
associated with specifi c 
locations.

The PA State Water 
Plan is designed to be 
a structural blue print 
for managing and con-

Under this legislation, 
the water planning 
process is designed to 
address issues of state-
wide importance while 
having the flexibility 
to focus on regional dif-
ferences throughout 
Pennsylvania. Six re-
gional water resources 
committees covering 
the DE, Potomac, OH, 
Great Lakes, Upper 
Susquehanna and Low-
er Susquehanna wa-
tersheds, respectively, 
have been working over 
the past several years 
to identify water-relat-
ed issues of critical im-
portance within each of 
these regions. This work 
is being performed in 
tandem with the State 
Water Resources Com-
mittee, which has been 
developing policies, and 
programs that apply 
to Pennsylvania as a 
whole. The State Water 
Plan will include both 
regional components 
and integrated state-
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serving water resources 
in PA, recognizing the 
complexity and multi-
faceted character of 
water-related issues. 
These issues affect, ei-
ther directly or indirect-
ly, everyone who lives 
or works in PA, and 
many who live or work 
in surrounding states. 
The ability to take a 
shower, to go to work, 
to turn on a light, or to 
enjoy the tranquility of 
PA’s natural treasures 
all turn, to one degree 
or another, on the types 
of issue that are at the 
heart of the state water 
planning process.

The genesis of the 
state water planning 
process is legislation 
that was adopted in 
late 2002 known as the 
Water Resources Plan-
ning Act or Act 220. 

wide components.
Although PA is gener-

ally rich in water re-
sources, those water 
resources are subject to 
multiple and at times 
confl icting uses. PA has 
traditionally dealt with 
water resources in a 
splintered and disjoint-
ed fashion. While indi-
vidual aspects of water 
management may be 
subject to detailed and 
complex regulatory pro-
grams, those programs 
have generally existed 
in their own unique 
silos. By contrast, the 
PA State Water Plan 
is intended to assess 
water resource issues 
on an integrated basis. 
For example, links be-
tween water quantity 
and water quality, sur-
face water supplies and 
groundwater supplies, 
land use planning and 
storm-water manage-
ment, wetlands preser-
vation and fl ood events 
are being evaluated. 

During the coming 
months, many elements 
of the State Water Plan 
will be prepared and 
will be available for 
review and public com-
ment. Participation in 
this process is vital to 
ensure that the State 
Water Plan refl ects the 
diversity of interests 
and views of those with 
a stake in the process.

Michael Meloy is a 
partner with Manko, 
Gold, Katcher & Fox, 
LLP, a law firm con-
centrating in environ-
mental, energy and 
land use law, where 
he represents clients 
in connection with a 
broad spectrum of en-
vironmental litigation, 
regulatory and trans-
actional issues. He has 
used his combination 
of legal and techni-
cal skills in handling 
remediation and re-
development projects 
throughout PA and 
across the world. ■

Michael Meloy

Michael Meloy, Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox, LLP
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