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f I own or intend

to develop prop-

erty in PA, is the
PA State Water Plan
something that is im-
portant to me?

Yes. The PA State Wa-
ter Plan is scheduled
to be issued early next
year, culminating a five-
year process to evalu-
ate, in a fresh and ho-
listic manner, the way
that water resources
are used, managed and
regulated in PA. While
not a regulatory docu-
ment itself, the State
Water Plan will very
likely have important
ramifications for a va-
riety of state and local
regulatory programs
that affect property
owners and develop-
ers, and may strongly
influence the future
direction of such pro-
grams. In addition, the
State Water Plan will
include information of
significant value to pri-
vate parties in helping
make decisions about
where to locate particu-
lar types of projects and
risk factors that may be
associated with specific
locations.

The PA State Water
Plan is designed to be
a structural blue print
for managing and con-

Michael Meloy

serving water resources
in PA, recognizing the
complexity and multi-
faceted character of
water-related issues.
These issues affect, ei-
ther directly or indirect-
ly, everyone who lives
or works in PA, and
many who live or work
in surrounding states.
The ability to take a
shower, to go to work,
to turn on a light, or to
enjoy the tranquility of
PA’s natural treasures
all turn, to one degree
or another, on the types
of issue that are at the
heart of the state water
planning process.

The genesis of the
state water planning
process is legislation
that was adopted in
late 2002 known as the
Water Resources Plan-
ning Act or Act 220.

If I own or intend to develop property in

PA, is the PA State Water Plan something

that is important to me?

Under this legislation,
the water planning
process is designed to
address issues of state-
wide importance while
having the flexibility
to focus on regional dif-
ferences throughout
Pennsylvania. Six re-
gional water resources
committees covering
the DE, Potomac, OH,
Great Lakes, Upper
Susquehanna and Low-
er Susquehanna wa-
tersheds, respectively,
have been working over
the past several years
to identify water-relat-
ed issues of critical im-
portance within each of
these regions. This work
is being performed in
tandem with the State
Water Resources Com-
mittee, which has been
developing policies, and
programs that apply
to Pennsylvania as a
whole. The State Water
Plan will include both
regional components
and integrated state-
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wide components.
Although PA is gener-
ally rich in water re-
sources, those water
resources are subject to
multiple and at times
conflicting uses. PA has
traditionally dealt with
water resources in a
splintered and disjoint-
ed fashion. While indi-
vidual aspects of water
management may be
subject to detailed and
complex regulatory pro-
grams, those programs
have generally existed
in their own unique
silos. By contrast, the
PA State Water Plan
is intended to assess
water resource issues
on an integrated basis.
For example, links be-
tween water quantity
and water quality, sur-
face water supplies and
groundwater supplies,
land use planning and
storm-water manage-
ment, wetlands preser-
vation and flood events
are being evaluated.
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During the coming
months, many elements
of the State Water Plan
will be prepared and
will be available for
review and public com-
ment. Participation in
this process is vital to
ensure that the State
Water Plan reflects the
diversity of interests
and views of those with
a stake in the process.

Michael Meloy is a
partner with Manko,
Gold, Katcher & Fox,
LLP, a law firm con-
centrating in environ-
mental, energy and
land use law, where
he represents clients
in connection with a
broad spectrum of en-
vironmental litigation,
regulatory and trans-
actional issues. He has
used his combination
of legal and techni-
cal skills in handling
remediation and re-
development projects
throughout PA and
across the world. =





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile ()
  /CalCMYKProfile (Japan Color 2001 Coated)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [792.000 1044.000]
>> setpagedevice


